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GRID has been at the
forefront of developments
in residential design for
many years, from the first
high density Westminster
development of this
generation, the new urban
quarter of Brewery Square
in Islington and the record

GRID was created just over eight years
ago and rapidly became recognised as
an established practice. This was partly
due to the reputation and track record of
the senior team, but also the approach
and organisation which attracted a new
client base. After the global recession
it was universally acknowledged that
we needed more and better housing,
more sustainable places to live and
work, aspirational responses to higher
densities, and exciting solutions to
new problems. With fresh thinking,
unhindered by outdated procedures and
habits, GRID was able to respond with a
simple and comprehensive model.

value-generator of Montrose
Place. This pioneering
continues as the first practice
to embrace the emerging
Build to Rent sector, by
completing the first purpose
designed example for
decades: Vantage Point.

A practice that recognises the architect
as a specialist, and not a general
practitioner, can more effectively create
procedures that encourage excellence
and investment in a focused knowledge
base. As specialists in the high density,
residential led, mixed use sector, where
developments can not only create
buildings but vital parts of our cities, our
skills encompass all the requirements of
mixed use including retail, workspaces,
public buildings and spaces, and hotel
accommodation.

Our services include:

Masterplanning
Affordable Housing
Private for Sale Residential
Private Rental Residential
Housing Typologies
Interior Design and Space Planning
Offices and space planning
Community and Public Buildings

GRID is commited to BIM and ISO 9001
management systems.

• Strategic Masterplans.
• Detailed Masterplans and Urban
Design frameworks.
• Feasibility Studies to assess 		
development potential and site
capacity.
• Concept Design and Planning
Applications.
• Design Development and Technical
Design Stages 3/4.
• Production Information and 		
Construction Services.
• Interior Design.
We develop commissions from
• Design Review input.
masterplan to interior design with
• Stonework Advice.
dedicated departments for specific tasks
• Historic Building Advice.
including:

Pravda Printworks redevelopment - Moscow
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Practice Timeline

Legacy

Awards

2009

2010

2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

190 Strand, Westminster International Property Awards 2017 Apartment, Residential
Development, Architecture - Multiple Residence // What House Awards 2017 Best
Development // Evening Standard Best London Home 2017 // British Homes Awards
2017 Best Apartment Devlopment (Shortlisted)

MONTROSE PLACE

Vantage Point, Islington RIBA Awards 2017 // PROPS Awards 2017 Residential
Development of the year // Lithuanian Product of the Year Gold Award 2016

SURREY WHARVES
Masterplan

190 STRAND

ROMAN HOUSE
Consent

ROOFTOP STUDIO
Complete

SOUTHBANK PLACE
Competition Win

EMERALD GARDENS
On site

THEATRE SQUARE
Consent

VANTAGE POINT
Complete

SHADWELL STREET
Submission

LONDON ROAD
TWICKENHAM

CHENIL HOUSE
Consent

NORTHERN GATEWAY
DARTFORD Masterplan

70 HORSEFERRY
ROAD, Consent

WOOD WHARF
Competition Win

PUTNEY HIGH STREET
Competition Win

YORK ROAD
Consent

WEMBLEY PARADE
Consent

OVAL GASHOLDER
Submission

MONTROSE HOUSE
Complete

LANDATA HOUSE
Consent

SEVEN SISTERS ROAD
Consent

NINE ELMS
Competition Win

PARSONS TOWER

WORLD HEARTBEAT

EMERALD GARDENS
Complete

BRENTFORD LOCK
Competition Win

WESTBOURNE PARK
CHURCH

KIDDERPORE
AVENUE

STANMORE PLACE
PH6 Complete

OVAL GASWORKS
Masterplan

LONDON CHEST
HOSPITAL Comp. Win

76 CANNON STREET

SHADWELL STREET
Planning

MARINE WHARF
Complete

Emerald Gardens, Brent Inside Housing; Build to Rent Development of the Year 2016
Theatre Square, Camden Architecture Tomorrow Shortlist at MIPIM UK 2016 Finalist
60 Putney High Street, Wandsworth WAF 2015 Finalist

BREWERY SQUARE

190 Strand, Westminster WAF 2015 Finalist // Evening Standard Best London Home for
penthouse design Winners 2017
Stanmore Place, Harrow Brick Development Award 2014 - Shortlisted // The
Sunday Times British Home Awards 2014 - Commended // Harrow Heritage Trust,
Architectural and Environmental Awards 2012 // 2011 Housing Design Awards, Short
Listed Completed Scheme // Building for Life - Gold Award 2010 // Harrow Heritage
Architectural and Environment Awards 2010 // 2008 Housing Design Awards - Short
Listed Project Scheme

DRISCOLL HOUSE

REGIONAL HQ

Marine Wharf, Lewisham The Sunday Times British Home Awards 2014 Commended
Brewery Square, Clerkenwell - CABE/Civic Trust/HBF Building For Life Gold Standard
Award // 2004 Housing Design Awards Best Housing Design Runner Up // 2004 Housing
Design Award Best Housing Development by a Volume House Builder // Islington Council
Lifetime Home Award // Building Magazine 2004 Urban Housing Development of the
Year // Mail on Sunday National Home Builder Design Awards: Best Apartment Building
Winner // Building Homes Quality Awards - Best Urban Housing Development Winner
// What House? Awards 2004 - Best Development Bronze Award // Daily Telegraph
Housing Award Winner 2004 - Best Development // Evening Standard Award 2003 Best Exterior // CDA Copper In Architecture Award 2003 - Architectural Design Winner //
What House Award - Best Exterior Design
Montrose Place, Westminster - Civic Trust Award 2008 Commendation // 2008
Housing Design Awards Short Listed Completed Project // Stone Federation Natural
Stone Craftsmanship Award 2008 (with Andy Goldsworthy) // 2008 Housing Design
Awards Short Listed Project Scheme

GREEN STREET

Indescon Court, Isle of Dogs 2008 Design Awards Short Listed Project Scheme
St Paul’s Buildings, Clerkenwell - 2005 Housing Design Awards Short Listed
Completed Project

architects
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Architecture
MARINE
WHARF

LEWISHAM, LONDON

Marine Wharf is one of six development sites on the former
Grand Surrey Canal. GRID was commissioned by Berkeley
Homes & Prupim, to develop a 7.3 hectares masterplan in
close cooperation with Lewisham Council. Having established
an overall vision for the regeneration of the area GRID then
designed the central site known as Marine Wharf.

CLIENT
St. Edward Homes
QUANTUM
550 Dwellings, A1/A3
PROJECT STATUS
Complete
TEAM
Planning Consultant: Indigo
Structural Engineer: WSP
M&E: Meinhardt
Landscape: Fabrik
Transport: Savill Bird & Axon
Contractor: St Edward
Cost: Turner and Townsend
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The historic pattern of Surrey Wharves
was of a grand scale especially after
the arrival of vast railway infrastructure.
The canal and wharves were
decommissioned in the 1970s leaving
an impenetrable street pattern with
no logical or legible movement. The
aspiration was to find a new movement
framework that would enable a new
quarter for living and working linked
to the existing community. Using the
route of the former Grand Surrey Canal,
the masterplan provided a new north/
south connection as a linear park with
the connection of key east/west routes
meeting at a commercial centre to create
a critical mass of activity at the head of
the park.

application that included 532 dwellings,
an Extra Care centre and 4,000 sqm of
commercial space. The urban form is a
series of perimeter blocks with ground
level podium plant rooms, parking
and duplexes which access first floor
communal gardens. The streets become
narrower as they move back from the
canal and accommodate smaller blocks
and terraced houses in a garden square.
The variation of steel warehouse forms
and brick wharf buildings has been
developed through the construction
phase. Now complete, the landscape
is beginning to mature and surrounding
developments are also becoming
connected to the movement framework.

The 2.8 hectare Marine Wharf is the
key site within the masterplan for which
GRID submitted a detailed planning

Photograph by Morley von Sternberg
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Photography by Morley von Sternberg
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VANTAGE
POINT
ISLINGTON, LONDON

Vantage Point, located above Archway station, is the first
purpose designed private rental building for over 40 years.
As a refurbishment and recladding of the former Archway
Tower; a notorious 18 storey, 1970s office building, it has
kicked off the regeneration of Archway with new offices,
flats, shops and public realm already completed.
The brief called for a rental residential
building (sales not being permitted
under the LUL freehold) with active and
accessible street frontages and improved
microclimate. First floor and rooftop
amenity areas for residents were to be
provided and roof terraces required to
compensate for no balconies (another
lease restriction).

CLIENT
Essential Living
QUANTUM
118 Apartments
PROJECT STATUS
Complete
TEAM
Planning Consultant: GVA
Structural Engineer: Walsh Group
M&E: SWECO
Facade Engineer: Wintech
Construction Manager: McLaren
Project Manager: Capita
Cost Consultant: Arcadis
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The tower was stripped back to
the concrete frame and new, high
performance cladding and windows
designed to accommodate existing
external structure and new natural
ventilation openings. To transform what
was a dark and foreboding building, the
end walls are reclad in light, reflective,
material and the other facades in deep,
perforated aluminium coffers with floor to
ceiling glazing. The angled panels (which

accommodate the external columns)
and deep cills help to reflect the east
and west light. The cladding was not just
a homogeneous wrap of new material
- the carefully detailed facade was
erected without scaffolding and respects
the original ‘three slab’ massing and
architectural characteristics.
A new projecting glass amenity space
illuminates and activates the street
corner and reduces downdraft. The
greatest transformation however is
reserved for the former rooftop plant
room which is now a double height
shared amenity space in the form of a
bronze clad box with two roof terraces.
This space is accessible to all residents
and available for local events.

Photography by Morley von Sternberg
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The former plant room is now the rooftop
communal amenity space and roof terrace.
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View of the North facade with TfL’s
new traffic system and public realm
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STANMORE
PLACE
HARROW, LONDON

High density but low impact in the suburbs; Stanmore Place
has created a new 15 acre neighbourhood for Harrow, with
a legible street typology, large courtyard amenity areas and
a green outlook on all sides. It is a truly mixed use scheme,
homes and businesses fully integrated into the development
and retail benefiting from both.
The site was characterised by the huge
number of complex issues including;
flooding, access, boundaries with
industrial land and the adjacent railway.
The masterplan plan form is a response
to connections and movement across
the site. A number of character spaces
use an urban pattern language of
avenue, crescent and waterside, each
with a limited palette of forms to create
great places to live. Of the 800 dwellings
planned, 57 are large affordable houses.

CLIENT
St. Edward Homes
QUANTUM
816 Dwellings, 8,000 sq m B1,
Retail, Car Storage
PROJECT STATUS
Complete
TEAM
Planning Consultants: Turley
Structural Engineer: RSK
M&E Engineer: Mott MacDonald
Landscape Architect: Fabrik
Construction Team: GRID/Formation/Amos
Contractor: St Edward Homes
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The sustainability credentials extends
to the houses and flats with 4 storey
construction, timber framing, no
basements, no spoil taken from site,
and little dedicated parking. The site
also includes ‘incubation’ work space,
convenience retail to reduce car trips,
and flooding attenuation in the form of a
lake. The car park is in a lightweight car
storage building which can take as many
or as few cars as required – enlarge it or
even get rid of it – and it is built on buffer
land that could not be used for housing.

Putting cars in a centralised building is
itself a discouragement to car use and
the land let up by not having surface car
spaces can be developed for housing,
parks and gardens.
Progress was consistent through the
5 years on site and the final phases
completed in 2017. Detailing has
developed through the phases to
reflect the most economic construction
at the time with timber framing and
load bearing masonry giving way to
lightweight metal framing. The brick
supply has also changed which
artificially patinates the character of
the development and helps it feel like a
piece of town - and not a development.
While other design teams have been
brought in to deliver some phases, GRID
oversaw the project until the end and
delivered the first phases and the central
courtyards, car storage and new street
connections.

Photography by Morley von Sternberg
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THE GRID BUILDING
TOWER HAMLETS, LONDON

Named after the architects - “The GRID Building” is a mixeduse 35 storey, Build to Rent building that sits within the rapidly
developing Wood Wharf quarter, east of London’s Canary
Wharf. The composition is dictated by the masterplan with
retail at ground floor, residential amenity on the podium and
repeat floors of residential above.

CLIENT
Canary Wharf Group

The apartment arrangements
(confidential) are located round a central
core with balconies to the east and west
facades, expressed as a continuous
ribbon providing an architectural motif
to the sides of an otherwise simple
block. GRID developed the plan and
composition as an aluminium and glass
tower sitting on a heavy stone plinth that
lines the northern boundary of the new
waterside park. The south and north
facades share a simple fenestration
pattern that maximises views and
daylight. Within this fiercely efficient plan
and form there is a stepping of the roof
scape to express three shear walls of
anodised aluminium, and house the roof
top plant room.

The construction principles have
been developed with engineers and
contractors who specialise in high
buildings throughout the world.
The podium plan contain many amenity
uses like club rooms and a gym, and
the podium terrace looks over the basin.
Above the podium are large family units
close to the park and shops for better
connection. A double height entrance
links the entrance to the linear park and
contains access to all cores, basements
and concierge facilities. Construction
started in 2016 and will complete early
2018.

QUANTUM
290 Apartments, Retail
PROJECT STATUS
On Site
TEAM
Planning Consultant: Quod
Structural Engineer: Thornton Tomasetti
M&E: Troup Bywaters & Anders
Transport: Steer Davies Gleave
Contractor: Canary Wharf Group
Cost Consultant: Gleeds
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CGI by Uniform
View from Waterside Park
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SOUTHBANK
PLACE
LAMBETH, LONDON

This project was won as part of an international design
competition for the huge post war development site on
London’s cultural Southbank known as the Shell Centre.
GRID was selected for a 21 and 11 storey building, directly
behind the London Eye, and forming the first phase of the
development.
The design parameters for the parcels
were established by the masterplanner
and developed by the architects.
The scale, proportions and materials
of the facades have a dialogue with
the other buildings, yet have their own
distinct identity.

CLIENT
Qatari Diar/Canary Wharf Group
QUANTUM
97 Flats, 3 Retail

The GRID design is inspired by the site’s
history as the location for the 1951
Festival of Britain. The festival star motif,
by Abram Games, has been abstracted
into the cladding panel design as a 3D
form. The panels are either perforated
to be translucent in front of windows, or
embossed as solid rain screen panels.
Elsewhere the motif appears as a sun
shielding pergola to the penthouse
apartments and as a pattern for the
front door.

The ground floor uses and activities are
an important part of the overall proposal.
A large restaurant has been designed
within a colonnade to the river side and
is on axis with the London Eye.
GRID is responsible for all aspects
of the design from stone detailing,
development of the metal panels
and detailed floor plans. The overall
Southbank Place development started
on site in 2016 and Belvedere Gardens
is due for completion in 2018.

PROJECT STATUS
On Site
TEAM
Planning Consultant: Quod
Structural Engineer: WSP
M&E: Hoare Lea
Transport: Steer Davies Gleave
Contractor: Canary Wharf Contractors
Cost Consultant: Arcadis
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Festival of Britain poster and the
evolution of the cladding geometry
CGI view from the Embankment by Miller Hare
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Two completed cladding panel types
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SNOW HILL
WHARF
BIRMINGHAM

GRID submitted a planning application in late 2017 for its
biggest Birmingham project to date. Located in the historic
Gun Quarter, the heart of so much of Birmingham’s industrial
heritage, Snow Hill Wharf is a vision for a major regeneration
that will house over 400 new homes in a canal side setting.
The Gun Quarter is where a ‘thousand
trades’ worked metal and timber, on the
artery of the Birmingham and Fazeley
Canal. While Birmingham once led the
world in industrialised production, the
machinery has mainly fallen silent over
the last forty years but left behind a rich
industrial landscape. Now the city centre
is re-establishing itself as a place to live
and work. The ‘Big City Masterplan’
presents an aspiration to grow the city
core to the surrounding areas, such as
the Gun Quarter, to bring life to the city’s
‘inner ring’ of former employment land.

CLIENT		
St Joseph

Snow Hill Wharf is a site where the
council is keen to see investment in
high quality residential environments by

experienced regeneration experts like
St Joseph. The site is located on
the canal in close proximity to the
city’s Grade II* listed Roman Catholic
Cathedral, St Chads. The proposal,
within five unique buildings, celebrates
the areas character and creates new
activity on the street, new public realm,
street trees and waterside gardens. A 21
storey building is located on the canal
side to mark the point where it intersects
with one of Birmingham’s mainline
stations at Snow Hill, bringing legibility
to the city and adding a key wayfinding
point on the canal’s route around the city
centre.

QUANTUM
Dwellings 404
Site Area 7,700 sq m
PROJECT STATUS
Planning
TEAM
Planning Consultant: Turley (Birmingham)
MEP & Structure: Waterman Group
Microclimate Analysis: BMT Fluid Mechanics
Transport Assessment: mode Transport Planning
Ecology: FPCR Environment & Design Ltd
Landscape: Fira
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PUTNEY HIGH
STREET
WANDSWORTH, LONDON

Located on an island site on Putney High Street, this project is
an example of how to regenerate both high street architecture
and activities with people living above new, high quality retail
space. Key to the proposal is a new public square to the
side of the site which supports the vibrant high street with a
quieter, more sociable space.
Putney High Street is the most linear of
urban forms and its narrow, enclosed
road is a challenge for pedestrians and
vehicles alike. The solution brings forth
a mixed-use typology that injects space
for high quality retailers at lower floors
and new flats above - a new twist in
the flats above shops tradition which
was once a great supplier of homes in
London.

CLIENT
British Land
QUANTUM
97 Flats, 4,100 sq m Retail

Retail will provide activity at High
Street level in a large floor plan that
accommodates multi-national tenants
yet with small local traders to the side
street. The built form at first floor and
above is a perimeter development
with flats looking into a courtyard. The
demands of clear retail floor plates and
high quality residential amenity can co-

exist by horizontal segregation, providing
that there is a residential address that
is not stuck between shopfronts on
a busy high street. By locating the
residential entrance to the new public
square, remote from the High Street, it
benefits from an open landscaped public
square and an “address” essential for
values. Residents transfer through a
double height entrance hall to the first
floor where lateral movement is across
a courtyard to the residential cores. This
procession is carefully designed as a
series of experiences of double height
spaces and a colonnaded garden.

PROJECT STATUS
Consented
TEAM
Planning Consultant: Turley
Structural Engineer: Robert Bird Group
M&E: Meinhardt Group
Landscape: Coe Design
Transport: WSP
Cost Consultant: Aecom
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CGI view from High Street by Forbes Massie
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The new square with cafes and
CGI
view of theand
newthe
piazza
by Forbes
Massie
restaurants
residential
entrance
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High Street Putney

38

39

190 STRAND
WESTMINSTER, LONDON

The project was won in competition with some of London’s
most established practices and after 10 years is now coming to
completion. The building recreates the grandeur of the surrounding
streets with new stone mansion blocks, courtyards and
colonnades; all topped with a unique filigree, mansard roof form.
The site comprises an entire city block
with streets on all sides. It was occupied
by an oppressive, high concrete
slab block. Redevelopment was an
opportunity to positively contribute to the
Conservation Area and the immediately
adjacent Grade 1 Listed St. Clements
Dane Church and The Royal Courts of
Justice. The development controversially
removed a street which was built with
no historical precedent in the 1960s
or indeed much purpose. Its removal
allowed the widening and enhancing
of the adjacent historically significant
Tweezers Alley.
CLIENT		
St Edward Homes
QUANTUM
200 Apartments, Retail 380 sq m,
Leisure 1200 sq m

The urban form is strengthened with
new facades tight to the back of
pavement, active frontages and single
surfaced roads to allow better access
to local pubs and cafes in the narrow
streets to Temple. Underpinning the

accommodation is a 4 storey basement
including a leisure facility, business
centre, car parking and energy centre.
Ground floor is given over to entrances
and retail spaces and above there are
over 200 large apartments.
The architecture to Strand and Arundel
Street was developed through a reading
of the Beaux Arts and English Baroque
tradition of Aldwych and Kingsway. A
layered facade of stone, metalwork and
glass counterpoint with laser cut metal
filigree balustrades. The filigree is also
used to create the ‘mansard’ roof form,
providing a veil to the residential terraces
behind.
GRID once again collaborated with Andy
Goldsworthy to create art in the form of
the stone paving to the colonnade.

PROJECT STATUS
Complete
TEAM
Planning Consultant: Turley
Structural Engineer: Robert Bird Group
M&E: MLM
Landscape: Fabrik
Transport: WSP
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Photograph by Morley von Sternberg
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The informal, brick architecture facing the Inns of Court

The completed colonnade
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EMERALD
GARDENS
BRENT, LONDON

Wembley Park is one of London’s biggest opportunity areas
and is seeing the fruition of thousands of dwellings and
student residences next to hotels and new businesses. GRID’s
competition winning perimeter block creates new enclosed
and robust streets yet contains a one acre private garden for
the benefit of the residents.
There are many phases within the
development and many cores for
affordable tenures and private rental
sector apartments. Each residential
building has a street entrance and a
second access from the central garden.
A super lobby becomes the ceremonial
front door but there is a second garden
entrance from a new pocket park, also
designed by GRID. The garden is, in
effect, a deck over a surface car park;
part green and part water with the
middle third containing trees densely
planted into subsoil.

The modulation of the mass is a response
to the overall masterplan, by RRP and
MAKE. But whereas the framework
proposed three finger blocks, the GRID
solution involved removing the middle
block to allow more space, and put more
height in two opposing towers. GRID was
the only team in the limited competition to
propose amendments to the framework.
The predominant material is brick in three
related colours, essential for this scale
of the project. The architecture varies
depending on its location - robust for the
street, more civic for the Town Hall facing
facades, and taller, more slender tower
proportions when viewed at distance.

CLIENT
Quintain
QUANTUM
475 Dwellings, Retail
PROJECT STATUS
Complete
TEAM
Planning Consultant: WYG
Structural Engineer: Campbell Reith
M&E: Foreman Roberts consulting LTD
Contractor: John SISK and Sons LTD
Transport: i-Transport LLP
Cost Consultant: Tower 8
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Original Masterplan

GRID Proposed

Photography by Morley von Sternberg

45

46

47

Photograph by Khaled Kassem
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THEATRE
SQUARE
CAMDEN, LONDON

Occupying an island site adjacent to a public open space,
this controversial proposal has been praised and supported
by Design Council CABE, GLA and Camden’s planning
department. The complex brief included private, affordable
and rental sector residential, retail, an independent community
building and a new underground station access.

CLIENT
Essential Living

The result is a 24 storey tower and
a 5 and 7 storey mixed-use terrace
which addresses the open space and
a revitalised street scape. The current
office building on site, which is located
above Swiss Cottage Underground
station, has no active frontages, no level
access and few entrances resulting in a
poor quality environment between public
buildings to the south and theatres to the
north. The replacement has to be the
catalyst for connecting public functions
with new activities at ground floor and
reinforcing the pedestrian routes with
improved and extended quality public
realm. The new tower to the north of
the site, which contains all the rented
accommodation, is a free standing
element that addresses the market

square and the famous Hampstead
Theatre. At the top of the tower is
shared indoor and outdoor amenity
space with views over London.
The architecture is of framed concrete
and terracotta precast elements with
large balconies and winter gardens.
The lower and higher buildings vary
slightly in their use of materials. The
completed building will meet the highest
environmental standards with triple
glazing, super insulation, a CHP Plant
and renewable energy sources all within
the site boundary. Car club and electric
charging points are located within the
existing basement.

QUANTUM
184 Dwellings, Retail, Education Building
PROJECT STATUS
Planning
TEAM
Planning Consultant: Turley
Structural Engineer: AECOM
M&E: AECOM
Transport: Vectos
Landscape: Camlins
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CGI by DBOX
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THE
RESIDENCE
WANDSWORTH, LONDON

Set within the Vauxhall Nine Elms Opportunity Area, 40-42
Ponton Road, former industrial land that once contained a
train station, was an invited competition winning scheme for
the development of over 300 private residential apartments.
GRID was appointed to design the
eastern parcel of the site area and
Maccreanor Lavington the western
parcel. GRID is responsible for interior
design and has also been appointed
to construct both buildings on site
for private residential, BtR, affordable
housing and retail uses.
A key principle for the development is to
provide active frontages on all sides to
create vibrant streets and promote high
quality public realm- even to the railway
viaduct. The residential accommodation
above ground floor level is located round
a raised courtyard and maximises river

views and views across the new linear
park and new American Embassy.
The massing composition of the east
parcel by GRID is a low horizontal block
(dark brick) wrapping round a taller slab
(light brick). The architectural language is
the same across the contrasting masses
and the materials are brick but with
highlights of brightly coloured glazed
tiles. The tiles vary in colour but from
a tightly controlled and related pallete.
Being glazed and on splayed surfaces
the apparent colour changes with both
viewing angle and sun position.

CLIENT
Bellway Homes
QUANTUM
524 Apartments, Retail
PROJECT STATUS
On Site
TEAM
Planning Consultant: Savills
Structural Engineer: PTA
M&E: White Associates
Contractor: Bellway Homes Ltd Thames Gateway
Facade Consultants: Wintech
Landscape: Camlins
Architect West Parcel: Maccreanor Lavington
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HORSEFERRY
ROAD
WESTMINSTER, LONDON

The former Westminster Magistrates’
Court had a controversial planning
history when the opportunity was
brought to GRID. The poor quality
consent was scheduled to be built
with minor changes until we promoted
to the developer that a new design
would create much higher values and
a more buildable solution. The design
and architectural improvements were
such that the equivalent of an extra
three storeys of mass were consented.
The revision also had new layouts that
achieved better and more efficient
layouts, and a strong entrance sequence
that capitalised on the views to the park
and to the east over Westminster Palace.
The newly completed project has sold
for record values in Victoria and is the
centre point of further developments in
the area.

CLIENT		
Barratt Homes West London
QUANTUM
129 Apartments
PROJECT STATUS
Complete
TEAM
Planning Consultancy: DP9
Structural Engineer: Robert West
M&E: Whitecode Design Associates
Transport: WSP group
Delivery Architect: HLM
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Photograph by Morley von Sternberg
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THE GENERATOR
OVAL, LAMBETH

‘The Generator’ is a new generation of workspace building
within GRID’s Oval Gasworks masterplan in Lambeth. The
name reflects the historic use of the site as a gasworks and
alludes to the proposed innovative work space it contains.
The co-working and meeting spaces are centred around the
spacious, flexible ground floor uses with self-contained office
floor plates above.
The masterplan orders the site in 4
perimeter blocks, each with strong
frontages and active streets. The
Generator, housing most of the
commercial and community uses, has
active frontages to all sides with the
Workspace having a main access door
on opposite sides. This connects the
historic streets to the new public spaces
within the development. The prime
route through the Generator has the

meeting rooms

work
stations
& built in
booths

media
hubs

QUANTUM
1,000 sq m
PROJECT STATUS
Planning
TEAM
Planning Consultant: Boyer
Structure and MEP: Watermans
Landscape Architects: Gillespies
Transport: Vectos

62

stairs

lobby

wc
‘meet &
greet’
lift /
stairs

concierge

hot desks &
‘touchdown’

the
waterworks
wc

informal lounge
informal lounge

quiet rooms

hot desks &
‘touchdown’

work
stations

wc &
showers

hot desks &
‘touchdown’

community
space

meeting rooms

CLIENT		
Berkeley Homes

games
area

Generator
cafe

character of an arcade so to the middle
to the deep plan is an internal ‘square’
with meeting, management and activity
spaces. A new community space and
café spill out of The Generator into the
new luscious, green, public space: The
Lime Grove.
On the upper levels, the deep floor
plates allow for open plan or cellular
arrangement, providing the flexibility
for one or a number of tenants. The
top floor is set back providing a large,
communal roof terrace for the tenants’
use, a greatly attractive and sought
after feature of modern office buildings,
with views out towards the Oval cricket
ground and the Grade II listed gas holder
frame. Architecturally the strong, brick
facade has been carefully designed to
modulate natural light yet reduce solar
heat gain.

public
cafe
cellular office space

Diagram of Spatial Relationships

Illustrative Ground Floor Fit Out Layout

Diagram of Spacial Relationships
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HORNSEY DEPOT
HARINGEY, LONDON

The site has an historic connection with water works and
water provision including a Victorian public baths; the remains
of which are still on site. The new urban design strategy
provides maximum residential capacity and retail opportunity
underpinned by improved pedestrian permeability - not
possible with the former enclosed water works.

CLIENT
St James

The Hornsey Depot redevelopment
is in two distinct parcels; a 3-8 storey
courtyard residential building and a
mixed use perimeter block over a single
storey Sainsbury’s food store. The
proposal will deliver 438 private and
affordable dwellings, 3,700 sqm of retail
and private and retail car parking. Three
areas of architectural character have
been established by the location; High
Street, The Moselle Quarter and Hornsey
Gardens. All three parcels incorporate
a simple London brick architectural
language combined with a material
palette of contrasting colours and high
quality metals. A memory of the winding
River Moselle can be seen in the metal
work design for balconies.

Access to the residential areas above
the food store is by a lobby either end
with the prime entrance located on
the High Street in a courtyard adjacent
to a simple three storey brick mass.
This mannered architecture gives
way to a stripped and more rationale
expression of geometric volumes and
well proportioned openings. While much
of the external area is a retail car park a
new public realm design by Schoenaich
will define the new pedestrian routes and
amenity areas.

QUANTUM
438 dwellings, 3250 m sq Food Retail
PROJECT STATUS
On Site
TEAM
Planning Consultant: Boyer
Structural Engineers: PTA
MEP: Hoare Lea
Landscape: Schoenaich Land. Arch.
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BESSBOROUGH
STREET
WESTMINSTER, LONDON

GRID was asked to analysis and develop solutions for a
complex and constrained land holding in London’s Victoria.
Included on site was a highly regarded, yet unlisted, building
and an underground station access. Multiple uses were
considered including residential, retail and workspace.
Skills in mixed used schemes and
experience in Westminster allowed many
beneficial combinations of uses where
entrances, cores and car parks cross
over between use classes. The existing
building was considered for residential
use and contingencies prepared in case
of listing. Massing and Rights to Light
were examined for compliance with
policy and principles of good townscape.

Over 35 options were considered, and
floor areas were analysed and reported
to the client body. Cost consultants input
into the matrix and favoured options
shortlisted for further development.
The final, most viable and appropriate
proposal was taken to pre-application
meetings with Westminster and
developed into a planning application.
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CLIENT
Endurance Land and Crown Estate
QUANTUM
108 Dwellings, 6,800 sq m Office,
Retail 1,600 sq m
PROJECT STATUS
Feasibility
TEAM
Planning Consultant; CBRE
Cost Consultant; Core 5
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CANNON STREET
CITY OF LONDON, LONDON

The demand for small office floor plates keeps growing as
small local and international companies seek an address in
London. Location and visibility are key requirements, as is the
flexibility to use the floors for ‘front of house’, presentation
space or meeting spaces.
The office specifications of 40 years ago
do not reflect the current requirements
for small and start up companies.
With a plethora of new work methods,
technology and lifestyles, the modern
office has to be more flexible and less
institutional than their predecessors.
GRID’s proposal for this 1980s City office
refurbishment opens up the entrance
hall to the street with clear views to a
reception desk and a very large tenants’
sign board. The new entrance screen
and canopy are in perforated bronze
to unite a number of relatively small
openings.

On the office floors, old accessible ceilings
are replaced with higher plasterboard
soffits with flush lights and extract vents.
Stairs and toilets are enhanced and
simplified with a stunning palette of black
and white. New showers and cycle
stands are located in the basement. One
aspect high on any tenants wish list is
outside space - as lifestyle aspirations for
workspace go far beyond the prosaic.
Here a high ,octagonal roof void is
hollowed out to provide a new roof terrace
with views of Cannon Street and St Pauls.

CLIENT
Ktesius
QUANTUM
1000 sq m
PROJECT STATUS
On site
TEAM
Structural Engineer: CS Consulting
MEP: Silcock Dawson
QS: Emmaus
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REGIONAL HQ
HUYTON, MERSEYSIDE

A competition for a Government department HQ in the
North West of England. The building type was not new for
GRID’s senior designers having completed a similar project
in Tunbridge Wells some years before and also having been
responsible for Oracle Corporation HQ design at Thames
Valley Park.
The plan solution is the so called North
European office building - a series
of simple office floor plates joined by
shared courts and internal streets. This
typology, developed by Scandinavian
architects, is an admission of the
social and lifestyle aspects of the work
environment. A series of connected
office buildings are linked by an internal
street with opportunities for meetings,
eating or leisure activities. This type of
office plan is both energy efficient and a
highly effective work environment where
knowledge and ideas are encouraged to
be shared.

The competition shows the 40,000 sqm
facility with a collection of buildings of
different sizes to reflect the phasing
and departmental requirements. Entry
is controlled by one secure point but if
each building is used by an independent
department, or indeed an unrelated
tenant, each building can have an
access directly from the surrounding car
park. Energy requirements are less than
traditional offices, using the street as a
buffer, and renewable energy is proposed
by an on-site wind generator. Cooling is
provided by a labyrinth of underground air
cooling ducts.

CLIENT
Braidwater
QUANTUM
40,000 sq m
PROJECT STATUS
Feasibility
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CASTALIA BUILDING

WEMBLEY PARADE

NEWHAM, LONDON

BRENT, LONDON

The Castalia building is part of a wider 950
dwelling mixed use master plan in the London
borough of Newham. GRID was commissioned
by Linden Homes to assist the masterplanning
team to navigate GLA and Newham’s design
review process. After the design strategy
was agreed, GRID was asked to design the
landmark building to the southern end of the
site.

CLIENT

The Castalia Building, named after a steel hulled
ship built on the site, is a 16 storey residential
tower. The form is a stepped triangle in plan
to respond to the shape of the site. The form
provides all apartments with a corner balcony
with views to the park to the south and the river
Thames beyond. All of the flats are dual aspect.
The building also steps in profile with the upper
floors setting back towards the north to create
large south facing roof terraces for the largest
high level apartments. Retail/commercial space
occupies the ground floor level including a cafe
and performance space opening out onto the
new park.

Anthology
QUANTUM
195 Apartments
PROJECT STATUS
On site
TEAM
Planning consultant: JLL
Structural Engineer: PTA
MEP: Silcock Dawson
Landscape: Fabrik

MONTROSE HOUSE
WESTMINSTER, LONDON

CLIENT
McCabe Builders / CIT
CLIENT
Linden Homes
QUANTUM
105 Dwellings, 355 sq m commercial

QUANTUM
14 Apartments
PROJECT STATUS
Complete

PROJECT STATUS
On site
TEAM
Planning Consultant: Nathaniel Litchfield
Masterplanner: JTP
Structural Engineer: Long & Partners
Landscape: Fabrik
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CGI view of a 6 storey private
dwelling in Wood Mews, Mayfair.
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Photograph of Montrose Place
by Morley von Sternberg
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Heritage

DRISCOLL
HOUSE
SOUTHWARK, LONDON

To deliver a comprehensive
service for large, complex projects
we retain heritage experience
for refurbishments, restoration
projects to inform our general
understanding of historic locations.
From Victorian infrastructure to old
hospitals and post war offices, we
work with heritage authorities and
expert contractors to bring forward
solutions that are an integral part of
the design solution. Pragmatic and
commercial solutions have to be
married with creative design if our
heritage is to be used and not just
preserved.
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CLIENT
Oracle Homes
QUANTUM
6,000 sq m
PROJECT STATUS
Consented
TEAM
Planning Consultant: Roger Heffer
Structural Engineer: Blyth and Blyth

Built in 1913 as a Women’s Lodging
House, Driscoll House was listed
Grade II for its special historic interest
rather than the quality of the building
itself . GRID developed a residential
scheme with a glass-topped atrium in
the existing courtyard; ensuring that
the fabric of the existing building is
preserved and solving access issues by
incorporating all vertical and horizontal
circulation. A brass-clad ‘box’, housing
ten unique apartments and designed to
float between the two brickwork wings,

encloses the atrium and contrasts
the old and the new. Driscoll House
is a good example of how inventive
preservation creates solutions to
enhance both the old fabric and the
new accommodation. A new floor on
the roof was also consented in a similar
style to the box and the ground floor
was opened up to accommodate new
level access and stairs to the lower
ground floor, the base of the atrium and
courtyard garden.
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OVAL GAS
WORKS
OVAL, LAMBETH

Oval Gas Works is a mixed use development on the iconic Oval
Gasworks site, adjacent to the Oval cricket ground in Lambeth.
The site is a secure compound with no public access and is
designated as a Key Industrial Business Area. GRID worked
with Lambeth and Berkeley Homes to produce a masterplan
which is being used as the basis for the de-designation of the
site, and much needed redevelopment.
During the design development process
‘Gasholder No.1’ was listed. Built in
1892 the 65m diameter frame was the
biggest in the world and sits above
a 13m deep water tank. After careful
surveys and structural assessment,
GRID is working with specialist restorers
to develop methodology for removal and
repair before re-instatement as a free
standing structure round a new, circular
residential building. Removal also allows
the substructure to be dismantled and
surrounding land to be de-contaminated.

CLIENT		
Berkeley Homes
QUANTUM
202 dwellings

garden. The stepped profile is carefully
massed to allow sunlight in and views
out to the Kia Oval, while reducing
the impact to the latter. The height
is a compromise between what the
gasholders used to do – either a fully
extended solid form or sunk into the
ground. The stepped terraces also form
huge balconies. The ground floor has
several openings that allow pedestrians
to view the sunken garden and spa
below.

Using a design language that
compliments and reflects the gasholder
frame as the containment of a large
volume, the residential massing is a
cylinder holding a circular courtyard

PROJECT STATUS
Planning
TEAM
Planning Consultant: Boyers
Structure and MEP: Watermans
Landscape Architects: Gillespies
Transport: Vectos

78

79

80

81

LONDON CHEST
HOSPITAL
BETHNAL GREEN, LONDON

A competition winning scheme for the redevelopment of the
former London Chest Hospital that retains the 19th C buildings
and redevelops the grounds for high quality private and
affordable housing. The island site is adjacent to a listed park
and surrounded by mature trees.
Historic hospitals invariably started with
grand architectural statements and then
developed organically with population
growth and medical advances. Using
this narrative as a mechanism for
redevelopment, the masterplan is based
around two large courtyards with a series
of strong cross-site pedestrian avenues.
The courtyards will become the prime
entrance spaces which allow for level
access and new cores built outside of
the historic fabric. The new architecture

is primarily of brick with a simple and
robust expression.
Each part of the site responds to its
context yet all is subservient to the
original, listed hospital building. This
grand Victorian edifice has been
severely compromised through war
time bombing and poor refurbishments.
GRID undertook a heritage assessment
for the site and a fabric assessment for
the main building. This included archive
research and physical intrusive surveys.

CLIENT		
Crest Nicholson
QUANTUM
300 Apartments approximately
PROJECT STATUS
Planning
TEAM
Planning Consultants: Savills
Structural Engineer: Reuby & Stagg
M&E: CPW
Lanscape: TLP
Transport: Caneparo Associates

82

83

ROMAN
HOUSE
CITY OF LONDON

Roman House, on Fore Street and London Wall, is a residential
refurbishment of one of The City’s first post-war office
buildings. On the site of the first bomb to land in London
during WWII, Roman House was part of the original Barbican
masterplan and therefore an ideal location for a residential
building in The City.
The site is sandwiched between a
fragment of Roman Wall, which now
encloses a modern sunken garden,
and the Barbican. GRID undertook
both office and residential layouts to
test viability and worked with complex
daylight/sunlight issues and the Barbican
Residents to reach the solution
Set within a retained concrete frame clad
in portland stone, a cassette cladding
module contains all the requirements
(windows, doors, balconies, vents)

needed by the modern apartment. The
large glazed boxes also allow fine views
over the City and the gardens adjacent.
Lightweight roof additions are added in a
similar but restrained palette of anodised
aluminium and stone with some larger
roof terraces. An existing basement is
reused for car parking and plant. The
application was lodged for planning
consent in April 2011 and consented
later in that year. The project was
completed in 2014.

CLIENT
Berkeley Homes
QUANTUM
66 Apartments
PROJECT STATUS
Complete
TEAM
Planning Consultant: Rolfe Judd Planning
Structural Engineer: URS
M&E: URS
Transport: URS
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BRENTFORD
LOCKS
HOUNSLOW, LONDON

GRID’s competition winning design continues the earlier and
highly regarded phases which have rejuvenated Brentford
Locks. With a series of perimeter blocks and carefully
considered streets the proposal incorporates a new public
space and canal side activities.
Early phases and an overall masterplan
has set a street pattern; dwellings
arranged around courtyards and lining
the canal. GRID’s architecture takes
its influence from traditional water-side
buildings and celebrates the industrial
heritage of the area. A warehouse frame
overhanging the water is to be retained
for heritage reasons and will become a
community garden and meeting place.
Adjacent to this and the open space
there will be a new bridge crossing
the canal providing a much needed
connection from the site to Brentford
Station. A canoe club and a barge
working area are also incorporated.

The ownership and tenures are
complicated and the overall scheme is
split between interested parties. GRID
is also developing ideas for adjacent
sites to ensure that local authority
and transport requirements are met.
Pedestrian priority in the original
masterplan will be retained though there
is still car ownership and podium car
parks. A bus station adjacent may also
be moved to allow more housing to be
brought forward in the area.

CLIENT		
Muse Developments
QUANTUM
443 Units
PROJECT STATUS
Planning
TEAM
Planning Consultant: Tibbalds
Structural Engineer: Waterman
MEP: Troup Bywaters & Anders
Project Manager: Gardner & Theobald
Cost Consultant: Tower 8
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ROYAL
HOSPITAL

GREEN STREET
WESTMINSTER, LONDON

CHELSEA, LONDON

Christopher Wren’s Royal Hospital
has many wings and annexes within
the complex, including a series
of single storey courtyards which
contain communal accommodation
for the Pensioners. As part of the
improvements planned for the
Grade 1 Listed Building, the social
club and sitting rooms were to be
modernised and redecorated but
strictly within the confines and
character of the original building.
GRID was commissioned by interior
designers WISH to undertake historical
assessments, dating of panels and
technical solutions.

46 Green Street was a seminal luxury
residential development for niche developer
Willowacre. The Edwardian double fronted
house, the former home of Edmund
Sopwith, had been badly converted to
government offices and a subsequent
domestic refurbishment abandoned. What
little character remained was enhanced
and new structure, cores, a roof extension
and windows complimented the interior
architecture of the 6 apartments.

CLIENT
GIA WISH

CLIENT
Willowacre

QUANTUM
600 sq m

QUANTUM
6 Apartments

PROJECT STATUS
Complete

PROJECT STATUS
Complete

TEAM
Planning Consultant: Roger Heffer
Structural Engineer: Blyth and Blyth
Interior Design: WISH

TEAM
Structural Engineer: Clark Smith Partnership
MEP: KUT Partnership
Interior Design: Fox Linton
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Interiors
“It’s not about a plan that works
– it’s about working the plan.’’
We approach interior design by
understanding the aspirations and
culture of the client, and analysing the
building as part of the context. We
have in-depth market knowledge and
we understand cultural expectations,
levels of specification, lighting finishes,
products, appliances and costs.
All projects are different so we apply
years of market experience to each;
whether private apartments, large
residential developments, BtR or
public buildings.
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THE RESIDENCE
WANDSWORTH, LONDON

The Residence, located in London’s newest
urban quarter Nine Elms, is a development
based on a strong contextual narrative with a
unique interior design language.
The inspiration for the development focused
on the stages of a journey that a rail
passenger might have experienced when
the site was used as part of the London to
Brighton railway. This experience was then
translated to the modern day journey of a
resident entering the building and travelling
to their apartment. For example, it starts in
the entrance lobby ‘ticket hall’, then passes
through the corridors or ‘platforms’ and
finally enters the apartment or ‘carriage’.
The primary ‘super’ lobby houses a 24 hour
concierge service, as well as a private dining
room/meeting space, media room, and gym.
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MONTROSE PLACE
WESTMINSTER, LONDON

This represents our most complete work.
From concept to delivery, every hinge, tap
and vent was considered, developed and
specified under a traditional form of contract.
Each of the 18 apartments was handed
over in a shell finish to such high quality that
some occupants left them as they were.
Kitchen, bathrooms, floors, doors and
all services were fully detailed with many
new and unseen solutions debuting in the
London Market like; service lifts, caterers’
accommodation, a new generation of refuse
chutes and staff accommodation. Even the
car park can accommodate the biggest limo
to ground hugging exotic sports cars.
The layouts have a clear hierarchy
and proportionality. Private and guest
accommodation is separated ( culturally
sensitive for some ) and the protocols of
access from the front door to the view into
the courtyard has been lauded by many in
the industry.
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GREEN STREET
WESTMINSTER, LONDON

46 Green Street was a seminal luxury
residential development for niche developer
Willowacre. The Edwardian double fronted
house, the former home of aviator Edmund
Sopwith, had been badly converted to
government offices and a subsequent
domestic refurbishment abandoned. What
little character remained was enhanced and
new structure, cores, a roof extension and
windows complimented the new interior
architecture of the 6 apartments.
Credited as one of the best schemes of
its type at the time, the quality of detailing
and services integration took the market
to new heights. This included the ability to
integrate heating and cooling with no visible
grilles or access hatches, flush showers on
solid floors, and lifts accessing directly into
apartments. The integration of the modern
within the historical was notable at the time
for a commercial project and the restoration
aspects were as successful as the interior
detailing.
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THEATRE SQUARE
CAMDEN, LONDON
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The double height entrance of Theatre Square is treated like a foyer
in reference to the surrounding cultural quarter. Learning from the
functionality of a hotel lobby and the flexibility of a theatre lobby, the
large space accommodates concierge, post rooms, meeting spaces,
sitting area, eating spaces and a sound proofed music room. Finishes
are suitably robust with terrazzo floors and desks, marble columns
and bronze balustrades.

GRID was asked by inspirational music charity World Heartbeat to
undertake a second academy space in Nine Elms, London. Located
within the lower floors of a new tower block, the accommodation
includes practice rooms, a recording studio, a public foyer space
and a flexible performance hall to seat 120. Flexibility is key in both
the use of space and acoustic environment and many rooms have
interchangeable absorption panels, sliding walls and lighting controls.

WORLD HEART
BEAT ACADEMY
WANDSWORTH, LONDON
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Masterplanning

Our Approach to Masterplanning

“We craft out buildings as
a response to the city and
create parts of cities with
well-crafted buildings.’’
As architects we analyse the wider
context, well beyond the confines
of the subject area, and use the
findings to generate mass, scale,
form, material and proportions of
a new intervention. Likewise in
masterplanning, our analysis and
understanding of a place uses the
information to regenerate or extend
new settlements, village extensions,
multi-building brownfield regeneration
projects and large retail and
commercial sites.

Scale

Scope

Typologies

Masterplanning projects are either at a
strategic or a detailed level. Strategic
masterplans look at the big picture. They
are concerned with the influences and
opportunities beyond the site, and how it
relates to the wider environment at either
a local, regional or even national scale.
Detailed masterplans often follow on from,
and are led by, an existing strategic vision
or they commence by understanding
the larger context. At this scale we use
our understanding of building typologies
and both their spatial and commercial
imperatives.

The role of the masterplan is to
provide leadership for regeneration or
transformational change. The masterplan
guides future work so by its nature should
be future proof - allowing change and
flexibility for generations. We always start
with a detailed analysis of the physical
environment (topography, buildings,
movement, access, transport, climate
and uses, aspirations and historical
development patterns). We interrogate
the brief and what accommodation is
required. The output of a masterplanners
work is document and framework
drawings – the latter being a distilled
visual description of aspects that are
needed and important to the masterplan
vision. This could contain, spatial
framework, movement framework, uses,
massing and even cultural proposals.
Urban design itself can be a framework
and can be accompanied by a set of
design codes.

While the masterplanner’s work may be
complete after agreeing the frameworks
and strategies, they may also provide
Design Codes. The most important part
of these documents is the typologies.
Whether they be urban typologies; (the
type of places and spaces that meet the
demands of the masterplan) or building
typologies (the disposition of uses,
spaces and relationships of a building). As
architects we make sure our typologies
are workable, efficient and flexible, as our
masterplans may be adopted by other
design teams.

“We approach masterplanning
from the understanding and
use of ‘urban design’ rather
than townscape, which is just
what one sees.’’

Surrey Wharves masterplan (right) looked at
the wider context of land that surrounded
a key site for development. The framework
sought to overcome the ad hoc former
industrial sprawling sites by creating a
framework of movements, access, open
space and frontages; allowing us to progress
a detailed masterplan for our clients and
informing the adjoining land owners on the
aspirations of the Local Authority.
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Masterplanning Projects
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LONDON DOCK

OVAL GAS WORKS

TOWER HAMLETS, LONDON

LAMBETH, LONDON

This masterplan competition turns a derelict docklands site
into a new urban quarter with offices, dwellings and hotels.
GRID’s masterplan retained the historic Rum Warehouse with
increased mass to accommodate a hotel and museum, while
the remainder of the site is flooded to replicate the former
dock. New urban blocks, with an architecture of variable
massing, materials and compositions, float on platform gardens
terminated by taller buildings at each end.

Oval Masterplan is a mixed use development on the iconic
Oval Gasworks site, adjacent to the Oval cricket ground in
Lambeth. The site is currently designated as a Key Industrial
Business Area. GRID has developed a masterplan with
the local authority which will act as the basis for the site
being re-designated for employment, retail and residential
uses. Extensive analysis of the area and consultation with
adjoining land interests has been essential to optimise all
development opportunities and creating new connections,
public realm and a spatial framework.

MARINE WHARF

SCOTTS QUAY

LEWISHAM

WIRRAL, LIVERPOOL

The 2.8 hectare Marine Wharf is the key site within the Surrey
Wharves masterplan, and the key site in Lewisham’s wider
aspirations to use the former Grand Surrey canal to regenerate
North Deptford. Surrey Wharves encompasses six different
development sites, all in different ownerships, spread over 7.3
hectares of Deptford. GRID was commissioned by Berkeley
Homes, to develop a masterplan to establish an overall vision
and framework for the individual sites, and then develop a
detailed application for 532 dwellings, an Extra Care building,
and 40,000sqft of commercial space.

GRID provided detailed masterplanning and building
typologies for a strategic masterplan by a large UK
planning practice. The location, across the Mersey from
Liverpool, provided both the visual and environmental
backdrop for the project. New aspirational uses included a
science museum, open air concert hall, hotels, a biodome
and hi-tech startup spaces and high density housing. As
well as creating a new riverside walkway the site sits next
to one of the largest Conservation Areas in the UK. A
strong urban grid gives way to eroded estuarine forms and
organic multi-levelled landscape.
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WESTFIELD EXTENSION

BARBICAN PUBLIC REALM

HAMMERSMITH AND FULHAM

CITY OF LONDON

This public realm assessment and development framework
was a response to a requirement to bring a mix of uses to the
large and successful Westfield complex in White City, and a
critique of topography, access and development parcels. The
proposed public realm strategy overcame the level differences
to access retail at grade level, the main shopping centre at
the upper level and the residential zone a level above that.

Barbican’s listed status has resulted in a status quo that
condemns any improvement to the wasteful and underoccupied hard landscaping at podium level. This study
looked at enhancing the approaches and the peripheral
areas to Barbican and introduced more active and mixed
used above Moorgate Station. In addition to increasing
the density of the area there were additional benefits to
legibility and movement, the most common criticism of the
current layout.

NORTHERN GATEWAY

STANMORE PLACE

DARTFORD, KENT

HARROW

GRID designed the 40 acre former Glaxo Smith Kline works
in Dartford, Kent, as a steeply sloping hill town extension. The
complex site and the housing density promoted by the local
authority was always a challenge while working within the
requirements of the Kent Design Guide. Levels were creatively
used to hide cars under decks and new typologies allowed
higher density houses. The Mill Pond will becomes the entrance
and the employment hub.

High density but low impact in the suburbs; Stanmore Place
has created a new 15 acre neighbourhood for Harrow,
with a legible street typology, large courtyard amenity
areas and green outlook on all sides. It is a truly mixed use
scheme, with businesses and retail fully integrated into the
residential development and retail benefiting from both. The
masterplan plan form is a response to connections and
movement across the site.

105

Housing &
Typologies
“The typology is the masterplan
of the building.’’
Housing or houses, have to first be
resolved as a typology before becoming
architecture. This is often the logical
end point of a masterplan proposal
or the start of a housing project. As
lifestyles, environmental demands and
housing densities have changed so
have the solutions to ensure that flexible,
high quality accommodation can be
delivered. GRID’s housing solutions have
been used from luxury city centre sites to
estate regeneration.
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Typologies
The important step between masterplan and
architecture is the development of typologies;
whether they be urban typologies of places and
spaces, or building typologies – the disposition
and relationships of uses and spaces in a
building. Indeed the latter is often referred
to as the masterplan of the building. Unless
the typology is correct then the subsequent
building design will be flawed. The typology
must be tested and re-inform the masterplan
before either is complete.

The need for high density housing is where the design
challenges really lie. Compressing accommodation sizes
or making taller and thinner houses yet providing good
and usable amenity, well-lit rooms, flexible layouts and
really usable space, results in new and interesting houses.
Gardens can be replaced with terraces but only if they
are well designed and offer at least the same amenity.
Overlooking may be an issue in dense layouts as buildings
move closer together. Solutions must not compromise
privacy, but offer creative views and outlooks. These may
well manifest themselves architecturally and this in turn
results in new expressions in architecture.

As architects we make sure our typologies
are workable, efficient and flexible, as our
masterplans may be adopted by other design
teams. It is essential to understand the
commercial imperatives of different building
types and what they need (like access, sizes,
floor plate depth, cost or form) and typologies
must always be flexible for sustainability and
longevity.

Housing
Our housing experience varies from low
cost affordable terrace housing to a repurposing of tall London town houses for
very large family homes. In all housing the
lifestyle of the occupants must be assessed
and design solutions should ‘road test’
expectations and demands against the quality
of accommodation. For example; is there
a kitchen space that allows east light in at
breakfast time or setting sun later in the day,
are there good views and sunlight on external
spaces, are there sufficiently diverse spaces
that allow different family members to use them
simultaneously with little compromise to their
activity?
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LANDATA
HOUSE
HOOK, HAMPSHIRE

This former employment site in Hampshire lies in an area
of diverse land use activities at the edge of a village. The
village extension will breathe new life into an under used but
prominent site.
The brief required the creation of both
private and affordable accommodation
in the form of flats and housing. Reinterpreting the village typologies of
terraced houses, town houses and
mews properties we created a modern,
efficient, high density development with a
strong street frontage.
The site plan linked the linear village
street to a central amenity space
surrounded by single aspect houses
and flats. This was an effective way of
not only using the deep commercial
land form but also of protecting amenity
spaces against adjoining industrial sites.

The architecture utilises simple
vernacular forms and a palette of
traditional materials to sit modestly in
the context. This belies the complex
typologies which deal with a two storey
street but a change in topography with
3-4 storeys to the middle of the site.
Amenity space to the houses is also
flexible with a choice of garden, car
parking and additional deck positions.
The Mews houses are self-sufficient with
amenity space at first floor level and
double height living spaces.

CLIENT		
Salmon Harvester
QUANTUM
44 Dwellings
PROJECT STATUS
Consented
TEAM
Planning Consultant: Carter Jonas
Transport: WSP
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BENNETT
STREET
WEST GORTON,
MANCHESTER

The Bennett Street site represented one of the most
challenging briefs we have ever had; 500 dwellings, most of
which were small townhouses, on an 11 acre triangular site
with one access and a railway viaduct as a boundary.
The demands of regeneration of this
industrial site and the larger estate,
characterised by high under employment
and disenfranchised households, were
often at odds with planning policy. While
GRID started by advising on the strategic
masterplan for all of West Gorton,
the density for the Bennett Street site
resulted in many expectations being
challenged and new solutions created.
Some key aspects of the proposal were;
houses to have reduced or no private
gardens, lost car spaces relocated into
centralised car storage, new typologies
of tall terraced houses and “houses
above houses” with level access to each.

Street patterns were traditional
terraces of limited lengths to create
neighbourhoods with dedicated public
green spaces. The biggest green space
was the new linear park (designed by
landscape architects Levin Monsigny)
created next to the Victorian railway
viaduct – a focus of the community that
is also a homage to Manchester’s great
industrial heritage.

CLIENT		
Braidwater
QUANTUM
600 dwellings
PROJECT STATUS
Feasibility
TEAM
Planning Consultant: Turley
Structural Engineer: Robert Bird Group
M&E: MLM
Transport: WSP
Landscape Architects: Levin Monsigny
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STANMORE PLACE
AFFORDABLE
HARROW, LONDON

Within the urban extension there are land parcels that had
specific briefs. To the northern boundary a strip of land was
allocated for 5 to 7 person affordable houses for A2 Dominion.
To accommodate 56 dwellings the solution was an unbroken
terrace.

CLIENT		
St. Edward Homes

The first task was to convince the
planning department that terraces,
by their very nature, can be very long.
London suburbs have many examples
with minimal breaks yet the scale and
height lend a domestic scale which the
pedestrian and occupants respond to
positively. Here new private gardens
back on to existing gardens from the
interwar streets next to the site, and
where scales and privacy issues are
similar. The terrace is the only part
of the site where each dwelling has
private on-plot car parking which
caters for the needs of the large family
accommodation. The terrace links back
to the network of streets that connect
the underground station, retail and
amenity space.

The architecture is restricted to
the materials used in the overall
development with brick and render the
predominant elements. The terrace
pattern is double fronted (one of only
three ways to do domestic terraces)
to reduce the scale of the vista of 56
houses. The larger houses project
further into the street and change roof
form and further adds to the richness of
the long distance vista. A single surface
access road encourages street play
with an enclosed children’s play space
towards the middle of the street.

QUANTUM
56 Houses
PROJECT STATUS
Complete
TEAM
Planning Consultant: Turley
Structural Engineer: Robert Bird Group
M&E: MLM
Transport: WSP
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DARTFORD
DARTFORD, KENT

GRID was appointed by Essential Land and Delancey to
masterplan the 40 acre former Glaxo Smith Kline works in
Dartford, Kent. The complex, steeply sloping site and the
housing density promoted by the local authority was always a
challenge while working within commercial confines and the
requirements of the Kent Design Guide.
The new neighbourhood forms a key
part of Dartford Council’s aspirations
for the regeneration of land to the north
of Dartford railway station and town
centre with around 1000 homes, most
of which are houses. The masterplan
proposes a series of neighbourhoods
with their own central green space, lined
by a hierarchy of movement of streets,
lanes and greenways. The Mill Pond
site, overlooking the river Dart, contains
all commercial uses and higher flatted
blocks, and on the other higher end sits
a large public park.

While the architecture changes slowly
through the development from courtyard
housing to large detached houses
overlooking the park, it is the levels
that dictate the design. There is a 25 m
drop across the site. This helped solve
parking issues by using cut and fill
section with parking under lightweight
courtyard decks. Planning consent was
granted in 2011 and work has now
commenced by several housebuilders
with their own design teams.

CLIENT
Essential Land
QUANTUM
30 Acres 1100 dwellings
PROJECT STATUS
On site
TEAM
Planning Consultant: Deloitte
Engineer: RSK
MEP: RSK
Transport: Glanville
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